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1 INTRODUCTION 

 
 
This Handbook has been prepared by Snow Sports New Zealand with the purpose of assisting everyone involved in the 
organisation and conduct of ski racing in New Zealand to provide the very highest quality races. 
The conduct of ski races is a complex task involving the input of many people who will have widely different interests but they 
will all have a common goal. Our common goal is to conduct a fair and safe race as efficiently as possible for the benefit of 
our racers. 
In addition we must also have in mind the interests of others such as sponsors and the other snow users on the mountain, 
whose convenience will be affected to some extent by the conduct of the race. 
Ski racing is not an end in itself, but should be seen as merely one of the possibilities offered in skiing. It can provide a 
spectacle for non-racers, which will provide an impetus for them to develop their own skills. Ski races are a very public display 
of our professionalism. The skills and organisation displayed in the conduct of races affects the perception of the public and 
other organisations, which is important to the successful operation of Snow Sports New Zealand - Alpine and racers. It is 
important for the organisation to run good races. A well-run race reflects well on our teams, ski associations and resorts and 
provides a focus for the development of both competitive and non-competitive skiing. 
This Handbook seeks to emphasise the constant adherence to best practices in the conduct of races. All officials should have 
an awareness of the role of others involved in the conduct of a race and be prepared to ensure that as a team they all provide 
the very best standards of ski racing. 
 
 
1.1 The Objectives of this Handbook 
 

 To serve as a guide to those intending to organise and administer any race, from a Junior Interfield competition 
through to an International FIS event.  

 To assist the review of an event by the individual officials and by organising committees and sponsors. 

 To provide a resource for information for use in seminars and training sessions. 

 To encourage uniformity in the implementation and interpretation of the rules of ski racing and in the procedures of 
a race. 

 To assist organisers and officials to recognise readily the situations in which they ought to take particular action and 
the manner in which certain things must be done, such as the calculation of points or hand timing adjustments. 

1.2 Some History 
Ski racing in New Zealand started as early as 1929 when the first National Championships were held on Mt Ruapehu. For 
many years ski racing was administered and run through the club structure and primarily at club ski fields. As commercial ski 
areas started to develop in the late 60s and 70s more ski racing opportunities were made available. Improved facilities and 
slope preparation have enabled international events to be held in this country and the standard of ski racing has improved. 
 
New Zealand has been sending teams to the Olympic Winter Games since 1952, and at the Winter Olympics in 1992 Annelise 
Coberger won a silver medal in the slalom, a first for the southern hemisphere. In the 1996/97 season Claudia Riegler was 
second overall in the Women’s World Cup Slalom, her results included three World Cup wins. New Zealand first held an 
international ski race sanctioned by the FIS in 1977, at Mt Hutt. In 1990 New Zealand held its first ever World Cup Slalom and 
Giant Slalom event at Mt Hutt. These races were included on the World Cup circuit.  
 
1.3 Structure of Ski Racing in New Zealand 
 
In New Zealand the organisation responsible for the conduct of ski racing is Snow Sports New Zealand, which is affiliated to 
the Federation Internationale du Ski (FIS) and the New Zealand Olympic Committee (NZOC). 
 
 
 
1.4 Snow Sports New Zealand oversees the: 
 
National TD System 
Judicial Committee 
High Performance Committee 
Selection Committee 
SSNZ Alpine Members 
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SSNZ – Alpine Full Membership: 
Ruapehu Snow Sports Inc 
Queenstown Alpine Ski Team Inc 
North and South Snow Sports Club Inc 
Team Hutt Alpine Racing Inc 
Wanaka Ski and Snowsports Club Inc 
Northern Snow Circus Inc  
Twizel Ski Club 
Hawkes Bay Ski Club 
Stratford Mountain Club 
Alpine Ski Racing NZ inc 
 
1.5 SSNZ Alpine Sports Committee. (ASC) 
 
The Alpine Sports Committee (ASC) meets at various times, and is there to form policies and provide guidance for the Alpine 
Manager to run the sport. 
As per the rules, an annual forum will be held each year (generally towards the end of the NZ season) at which time the 
election of committee members will take place. 
Snow Sports NZ is responsible for the conduct of all international racing within New Zealand and the co-ordination of racing 
at the regional level. In creating the Race Calendar, which lists all alpine races under the control of Snow Sports NZ, the ASC 
passes the responsibilities to run a particular race to the nominated race organising committee (ROC). 
 
Snow Sports NZ is responsible for the selection and management of the New Zealand National Teams whether training in 
New Zealand or overseas. 
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2.0 RACE ORGANISATION 

RACE ORGANISERS SHOULD NOTE THAT ALL FIS SANCTIONED EVENTS WILL BE RUN IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE FIS INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION RULES (ICR) 

The ICR also governs the organisation of National Points and Interfield races, with the exception of any adjustment noted in 
this handbook. 

2.1 The Objectives in the Organisation and Conduct of an Alpine Ski Race 

 
Competitions are to be: 

 Co-operatively organised 

 Punctual and run to the previously advised programme 
Courses are to be: 

 Safe 

 Legal 

 Consistent: competitors and coaches should know what to expect at each event 
Competitors should be: 

 Competent - with reference to the standard of the event and the course 

 Properly seeded 

 Suitably controlled: each competitor should need only one run on each course 
Timing is to be: 

 Accurate 

 Promptly posted 

 Race documentation should be accurate, timely and conform to general layout specified by FIS (see FIS Timing 
Booklet) 

 
This Handbook is to provide a guide to the standards and procedures that will assist you in conducting or being part of a 
memorable event. The open conditions under which alpine racing is conducted are too variable to require strict adherence to 
particular standard rules, as is the case in, say, tennis or soccer.  
However, by operating within recognised limits that have been established with the experience of conducting races at the 
highest level, any race, at any level, can be run fairly for the benefit of all involved. 

2.2 The Race Organising Committee (ICR 601/211) 
 
Each race has a Race Organising Committee to establish and oversee the general running of the race and co-ordinate the 
race organisation with other mountain users and facilities. The committee is established within the structure of the member 
organisations or regional areas and given the responsibility by Snow Sports NZ to stage the event. 
 
The ROC must include:  

 Chief of Race  
The Chief of Race is a voting member of the Jury and is the responsible authority for the management of the entire 
event. 
   

 Chief of Course  
The Chief of Course is responsible for the preparation of all aspects of the course in accordance with the decisions 
of the Race Committee and the Jury.  
In as much as the Chief of Course must be familiar with local snow conditions on the terrain concerned, this official 
is usually either a ski area employee or a member of the local club. 
 

 

 Chief of Timing and Calculations  
The Chief of Timing and Calculations is responsible for co-ordinating the work of all timing and calculations officials 
at the start and finish and ensures that timing equipment is homologated and in good working order.  
The Chief of Timing should be familiar with the operation of the whole of the timing system and be capable of making 
running repairs.  
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The Chief of Timing is required to ensure that there are sufficient hand timers and other personnel on the hill. The 
Chief of Timing supervises the work of the Starter.  
 

 Technical Delegate (ICR 602) 
The Technical Delegate (TD) is appointed by the FIS or Snow Sports NZ in the case of a National Points event. 
The TD is appointed to ensure that the rules and directions of the FIS and Snow Sports NZ are adhered to. He or 
she is the official representative of the FIS or Snow Sports NZ as the case might be. 

 Race Secretary 
The Race Secretary is responsible for the secretarial work for all the technical aspects of the race to include the 
Race Notice, the draw, preparation of start lists, official results, and all the other matters referred to in the chapter 
on race administration. 

 
 

 Volunteer Co-ordinator 
The success of the race depends on the planning and organisation performed by the ROC well in advance of the 
event and the support generated within their organisation. 

 Other Members 
Such other persons as may be necessary, e.g.,  Start Referee, Finish Referee, Chief of Gates, Chief of Medical 
Services.  

2.3.1 The Jury  
The Jury carries out all duties for which it is responsible according to the Alpine Competition Handbook for National Points 
and Junior Interfield races and the ICR for FIS races. It also makes decisions on all questions not clarified by the rules.  The 
Jury’s tenure begins with the first Team Captains Meeting prior to the start of training and ends with the expiration of the 
protest period or settlement of all protests and the approval of the official results. 

  
The Jury members are: 

 The Technical Delegate (or National TD). 

 The Chief of Race  

 The Referee  
The Referee is appointed by the TD to look after the athletes’ interests during the race and to adjudicate regarding 
disqualifications. 
The Referee is responsible for the drawing of the competitors’ start numbers (the Draw), inspection of the course to 
ensure that it provides a fair race, receiving the reports of the Start and Finish Referees and the Gate Judges’ reports 
and posting the list of disqualifications. 

 Assistant Referee only required for Super G and Downhill events. 

 Connection Coach is good practice to have at all National Point & FIS events. 
 
 
2.4 Race Day Personnel 
 

 Chief of Race 

 Technical Delegate 

 Referee (plus Assistant Referee for Speed events, Connection Coach) 

 Chief of Course 

 Start Referee  
The Start Referee remains at the start from prior to the course inspection through to the conclusion of the race. 
He/she will:  

 Advise the Jury of late and false starts 

 Be responsible for ensuring that each competitor receives a fair start 

 Note and advise the TD of suspected violation of rules for equipment 

 Report to the Referee/Finish Referee the bib numbers of all non-starters (DNS) 
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 Starter 
The starter provides the warning and start commands to the racer. He/she is responsible for maintaining the correct 
interval between racers.  
DH/SG/GS minimum start intervals apply – Start command, 10 seconds 5 – 4 – 3 – 2 – 1 – GO 
SL timer’s call – Start command, Racer Ready - GO 
 

 Assistant Starter (Start Marshall) 
The Assistant Starter helps line the competitors up in preparation for the start and must be aware of which competitor 
is in the start and which competitor is next to start. 
 

    Finish Referee 
The Finish Referee administers the area between the last gate and the finish area. She or he is responsible for 
checking off the finish order of the racers and checking that the finish was completed in accordance with the rules, 
and makes a report to the Referee immediately after the race. 

   Chief of Medical Services and Ski Patrol 
The Ski Patrol provides first aid and evacuation services during the course of the race. No training or race shall be 
conducted unless the equipment needed to provide first aid and evacuation is adequate, course access for such 
services is appropriate, the response time is appropriate and the required personnel are available and on duty. The 
full race Medical Plan must be available at the first team captains meeting.   
  

    Race Secretary/Race Administrator 
 

    Course Setter (ICR 603) 
Course setting is a task of the Course Setter.  The Course Setter is responsible for adhering to the specifications of 
the Alpine Competition Handbook for National Point races and to the specification of the ICR for FIS races.     

 Chief Gate Judge  
The Chief Gate Judge ensures that all Gate Judges are properly equipped with required materials and fully informed 
of their responsibilities. He/she organizes and supervises the work of the Gate Judges, designates the gates each 
Gate Judge will supervise and places them in position.  
At the end of each run, the Chief Gate Judge collects the Gate Judges’ control cards and delivers them to the 
Referee.  If a Gate Judge has recorded a fault that may result in a disqualification by the Jury, the Chief Gate Judge 
ensures that the Gate Judge is available after the run if a protest against the disqualification is filed and a Jury 
meeting becomes necessary.  

 Gate Judge (ICR 660) 
The Gate Judges are responsible for checking the proper passage of racers through the course. Gate Judges will 
be required to observe between three and five gates, depending on the type of event. 

 Chief of Timing and Calculations (ICR 617) 
The Chief Timekeeper is responsible for the management of the electronic and manual timing systems, the 
synchronization of the timing and the accuracy of the results. He or she will be in direct contact through the timing 
communications system with the Starter. 

 Hand Timers 
To provide manual backup in case of failure of the electronic timing system(s), both SSNZ - Alpine and FIS require 
that time-of-day hand times that are completely separate and independent of the electronic timing be recorded for 
the individual competitors both when they leave the start and when they arrive at the finish.  
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3.0 EVENT MANAGEMENT 

 
 
 

3.1.1 PRIOR TO THE RACE 
 
It is the job of the Race Secretary to compile the Race Notice. 
The Race Notice shall be sent to hannah@snowsports.co.nz for inclusion on the Snow Sports NZ website no less than 4 
weeks prior to the event. It will also be sent via e-mail or similar means to member organisations and training providers within 
New Zealand. 
 
Entries for FIS events will only be accepted on a standard FIS form. The form is available on the FIS website.  
http://www.fis-ski.com/mm/Document/documentlibrary/AlpineSkiing/04/18/22/EntryForm_English.pdf 
Entries for Interfield, NZYS and National Points are done online with SSNZ. 
  
No race entry will be accepted for a FIS or National Points event without a race code number. 
The Race Secretary should compile a list of competitors prior to the Team Captains meeting. 
 
3.1.2 Seeding 
 

 All National Point Races are seeded using the National Points List. FIS races are seeded using FIS points. 

 Competitors’ National Points can be checked on the Snow Sports NZ website. 

 
3.1.3 The Team Captains Meeting (ICR 216) 
 
The Team Captains Meeting is primarily for team captains and coaches 
 
The purpose of the Team Captains meeting is for coaches, team captains and athlete representatives to verify the entries of 
their athletes, to observe the draw, check the planned schedule, hear specific area regulations, obtain details of lift access 
and training areas and hear the weather forecast.  
All athletes must be represented at the Team Captains Meeting. Those not represented will be withdrawn from the Draw. 
It is recommended that a list of key officials be available at the meeting. For FIS and National Point events the FIS or National 
TD will appoint a Referee and Assistant Referee (Speed events only). 
The Race Secretary is responsible for recording attendance at the Team Captains meeting and for preparing the minutes of 
the meeting. 
The meeting should not start until all the entries are verified. 
 
3.1.4 The Draw 
Coaches will generally regard the draw as the most important reason for the Team Captains meeting. The draw is the 
responsibility of the Referee.  
The draw may be conducted electronically or by conventional means and the Jury and Team Captains must have the choice 
between the two methods. 
In the case of a conventional draw, the ICR says that there shall be a simultaneous draw of the start number and the name of 
the competitor. 
To achieve this, the organisers require a draw board, and two sets of numbers (eg numbered table tennis balls). 
The draw board must be clearly visible at the front or side of the room, and should be in a clear area to allow all to see the 
board during the draw and bib toss. 
In a typical draw the Referee will draw one set of numbers i.e. the racer number (the number of the racer on the seed board), 
and an appointed official will call the start number. That racer’s name is then placed on the draw board in the appropriate 
place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hannah@snowsports.co.nz
http://www.fis-ski.com/mm/Document/documentlibrary/AlpineSkiing/04/18/22/EntryForm_English.pdf
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3.2 RACE DAY 
 
Coaches and athletes should check the official notice board for any changes to the race programme or make contact with the 
Connection Coach. 
 
 
3.2.1  Course Inspection  
Competitors must follow the instructions of the Jury regarding acceptable methods of course inspection.  
Skiing or shadowing a portion of the racecourse in racing fashion during inspection, unless otherwise instructed by the Jury, 
will result in a possible sanction.   
When warm-up courses are available, the coach may recommend that they be used, usually with the coaches’ supervision.  If 
competitors free ski to warm up or if they use the practice course, they must remain conscious of the time.  It is each 
competitor’s obligation to report to the start on time.    
 
 
 
3.2.2  Assistant Starter (Start Marshall):  
The Assistant Starter helps line the competitors up in preparation for the start, and must be aware of which competitor is in 
the start, which competitor is ready, who is next, and which competitors have failed to appear.  Competitors must be familiar 
with the rules governing the start and must report for their start on time or be subject to a possible sanction.    
The competitor must obey the directions of the Assistant Starter; however, the Assistant Starter should take care and not line 
up too many competitors in advance. The Assistant Starter should call both bib number and competitor name when lining 
up the competitors in order to eliminate the possibility of switched bibs.  
 
 
3.2.3  The Starter and Start Commands: 
Slalom has a simple direct start command: Ready, followed a few seconds later by Go. Once the command is given, the 
competitor has 10 seconds to advance through the wand and proceed on course.  
Failure to start within the 10 seconds may result in disqualification.  
In Giant Slalom, Downhill and Super G, the Starter begins the start sequence with a warning: Ten seconds!  After a 5-second 
pause, the Starter counts down to Go.  If the competitor does not leave the start, the Starter continues the count, up to +5 
seconds.  The competitor must start within this ten-second window (-5sec to +5sec). Failure to start within the 10-second start-
command window may result in disqualification.    
Kombi – the recommended start command is – Racer ready – Go 

 
 
3.2.4  Racing on the Course  
After the course is approved by the Jury, and at the request of the Jury, the position of the turning gates may be dyed.  If a 
gate is missing, the competitor must make a concerted effort to pass in a legal manner or else stop immediately and ask a 
Jury member for a rerun.  
 
A competitor who is obstructed while racing must stop immediately after the incident took place and apply to a member of the 
Jury. This claim can also be made by the team captain of the obstructed competitor. The competitor should make his/her way 
to the finish along the SIDE of the course and report to the Finish Referee. 
 
3.2.5 Finishing 
A competitor must cross the finish line: 
On both skis or on one ski or with both feet in the case of a fall in the immediate finish area. 
 
The immediate finish area is defined as being within two gates of the finish line for Slalom and within one gate for Giant Slalom 
and Speed events. A competitor losing a ski other than in the immediate finish area must abandon the course. 
Once a competitor crosses the line, the competitor must stop within the finish area. The competitor should then proceed out 
of the finish area as quickly as possible but in a controlled manner in order to make room for the next competitor.  
 
 
3.2.6  Scoreboard and the Official Notice Board:   
After stopping, competitors should be able to view their unofficial elapsed time on a scoreboard, depending on the level of the 
event and available equipment and personnel.  
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The scoreboard and/or official notice board is usually located at or near the finish.  The competitor can proceed directly to the 
scoreboard and examine the posted unofficial results.  
At the end of the first run, the Referee receives reports from the Start and Finish Referee, checks the Gate Judges’ cards and 
prepares the first run disqualification information on the Report by the Referee, and posts it either on the scoreboard or on the 
official notice board. The Report by the Referee also contains the bib numbers of competitors who did not start (DNS) or who 
did not finish (DNF).  
Coaches must verify disqualifications after each run. Protests against disqualification must be submitted in writing within the 
fifteen-minute period after the posting or announcing of disqualification. The appropriate protest fee (CHF100 FIS fee or $50 
National Points) must accompany the written submission.  Any protest submitted after the expiration of this protest period will 
be disallowed.  
 
3.2.7  Second Run 
Once the first run is complete and the protest period has expired, the Race Secretary makes the Second Run Start List 
available.  For National Points and FIS events, second run start orders are determined by a competitor’s first-run time. 
In competitions with two runs, the starting order for the second run is determined by the result list of the first run except for the 
first 30 places. 
The jury has the right to decide no later than one hour before the start of the first run whether the reversed order shall be 
reduced to the first fifteen placed competitors from the first run.    
It is the responsibility of the Jury, Chief of Timing Calculations and Race Administrator to fully understand and apply the rules 
regarding preparation of a Second Run Start List.  
All procedures from the first run are observed for the second run including the preparation of a Report by the Referee showing 
second-run DNS, DNF and DSQ information.  
 
3.2.8  Access to Officials   
Relationship with the Jury and Start and Finish Referees:  
Since the Start and Finish Referees must be present at their respective posts throughout competitors’ course inspection, 
training and the race and are in radio contact with the Jury, they are the most accessible officials in case a coach or competitor 
requires the assistance of the Jury.  In accordance with the rules, in cases of force majeure (circumstances beyond the control 
of the competitor), the Jury may allow a start for a delayed competitor, one who was not present or who was not ready when 
called into the start gate.  In cases of doubt, the Jury allows provisional starts for delayed competitors; the Jury also has the 
authority to allow provisional reruns when requested by a competitor or Team Captain.   
In order to consider the validity of a request made for a provisional start or rerun, a competitor may be required to testify before 
the Jury. A protest of a sanction will also require the competitor’s testimony, so the competitor must remain available until the 
Jury meets and reviews its decision.  It is essential that the competitor’s coach also be available because the competitor must 
be represented at the Jury meetings by a coach.  Due to time constraints, the Jury meeting may not occur until after the race, 
and in the case of a protested first run DSQ, the DSQ competitor will be allowed to start the second run on a provisional basis.  
Jury sanctions may include oral or written reprimand, disqualification, suspension, impaired starting position, and/or loss of 
accreditation; the accumulation of penalties is permissible.  FIS events also allow monetary sanctions, Snow Sports NZ does 
NOT.   
A competitor shall only be disqualified if his or her mistake would result in an advantage with regard to the end result, unless 
the Rules state otherwise.  (i.e.: Gate Fault, Early-Late Start, Illegal Equipment etc.)  
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4 COMPETITOR INFORMATION 

 
 
4.1 Types of Competition 
 
4.1.1  Downhill (ICR 700) 
 
In Downhill the racer must demonstrate excellent technique, agility, continuous concentration, marked endurance and physical 
fitness and a high level of courage. 
Courses are long with control gates placed so that considerable speed will be maintained. 
Three days should be scheduled for the inspection and official training, (as per the ICR), unless the Jury determines otherwise. 
Approved helmets must be worn in all training runs and in the race. 

4.1.2  Slalom (ICR 800) 

 
Slalom events are held in two runs on separate courses, which must have a minimum drop of 120 metres for women and 
140 metres for men. Slalom requires aggressiveness, agility, quickness and combines relatively high speed and technical 
difficulty. The direction changes, which, for FIS events, must equate to 30% to 35% of the vertical drop (+/- 3 direction 
changes), should be set to provide an interesting combination of single and multiple gates, which provide a good test of a 
wide variety of skiing skills. 
Single Pole Slalom 
All rules of the ICR are valid, except as follows: 
Single Pole Slalom is permitted only in International FIS level competitions and Snow Sports NZ National Point events (see 
art. 201.3.4, 201.3.5 and 201.3.6). 
Crash Helmet 
All competitors and forerunners must wear a crash helmet that meets the FIS Equipment Specifications, for official training 
as well as for the race. Soft ear protection is only permitted for helmets used in Slalom. 
  
 
4.1.3  Giant Slalom (ICR 900) 
 
The Giant Slalom consists of two runs over separate courses, which may be on the same piste. The Giant Slalom presents a 
range of long, medium and tight turns, which require strength, and a good sense of rhythm. 
The number of gates is equal to between 11% and 15% of the vertical drop in metres. The course must drop a minimum of 
250 vertical metres over undulating terrain.  
The course is to be set to make optimum use of the variations in terrain and full use of the width of the hill, so as to increase 
the spectacle of the event. 
As with Downhill and Super-G helmets must be worn. 
 
4.1.4  Super–G (ICR 1000) 
 
Super-G is a single run over a long course, which combines the speed of Downhill and some of the technical characteristics 
of the Giant Slalom. It requires the skier to be very precise at high speeds. 
The maximum number of gates is equal to 10% of the vertical drop (in metres) of the course and combines a variety of long 
and medium turns. The minimum number of gates is 30 for women and 35 for men. 
As with the Downhill helmets must be worn. 
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4.1.5 Guide to Vertical drops 
4.1.6 Guide to Number of Gates 
 

 
 
 
New Zealand Youth Series competitions should use the FIS ICR Checklist for Vertical Distance and Number of 
Gates. 
 
 
 

 
 



14 | P a g e  
 

 

4.2  AGE GROUP CLASSIFICATIONS 2015 
Important all Snow Sports New Zealand and FIS age groups are classified on the YEAR OF BIRTH ONLY, regardless 
of day or month. 
 

Alpine Jr Competitive 
 

Birth Year Age Group 

Category 

Event Eligibility Snow Sports NZ 

Registration Fee 

SSNZ 

Membership 

Category 

2007 – 2006 U10 Interfield, School 
Event 

$20 Alpine Jr 
Competitive 

     
2005 – 2004 U12 Interfield, School 

Event 
$20 Alpine Jr 

Competitive 
     
2003 – 2002 U14 Interfield, NZYS, 

National Point, 
School Event 

$20 Alpine Jr 
Competitive 

     
2000 – 2001 U16 Interfield, NZYS, 

National Point, 
School Event 

$20 Alpine Jr 
Competitive 

 
 
 

Alpine National Competitive 
 

Birth Year Age Group 

Category 
Event Eligibility Snow Sports NZ 

Registration Fee 

SSNZ 

Membership 

Category 
1999 – 1998 U18 NZYS, National 

Point Events, 
Secondary School 
Events 

$60 Alpine National 
Competitive 

     
1997 – 1996 - 1995 U21 NZYS, National 

Point Events, 
Secondary School 
Events 

$60 Alpine National 
Competitive 

Senior Senior/open NZYS, National 
Point Events 

$60 Alpine National 
Competitive 

 

 
 

Alpine Schools Events** 
 

Birth Year Age Group 

Category 
Event Eligibility Snow Sports NZ 

Registration Fee 
SSNZ 

Membership 

Category 
Primary or 
Secondary 
School 

N/A Schools Event 
only 

$5 Alpine Schools 
Events 

** SSNZ Membership category, Alpine Schools Events DO NOT, need to be members of a 
ski club. 
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Alpine FIS ** 

 
Birth Year Age Group 

Category 
Event Eligibility Snow Sports NZ 

Registration Fee 

SSNZ 

Membership 

Category 
1999 – Senior U18 - Senior National Point 

Events, Secondary 
Schools, FIS 
Events 

$200 Alpine FIS 

 
 
** SSNZ Membership category, Alpine FIS Athletes/Parents must sign the athlete declaration 
and return to the SSNZ Alpine manager.  
** Note: Snow Sports New Zealand can only process FIS Licenses for New Zealand 
PASSPORT holders.   
http://www.fis-ski.com/data/document/athletesdeclaration-e.pdf 
 
 
ICR 607 FIS Age Limits 
 
607.1 The FIS competition year is July 1st - June 30th of the following year. 

In order to compete in international competitions (except children's competitions) a competitor must be no younger 
than age group U18. 

 
607.2  International junior competitions are restricted to U18 and U21 age group. 

(Exception National Junior Championship) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ICR 607.3 Classification at International Competitions 
Years of birth 
 
FIS Competition Year    15/16     16/17 
U14 (K1)      2003     2004 

2002     2003 
 
U16 (K2)      2001     2002 

2000     2001 
 
U18 (Junior I)     1999     2000 

1998     1999 
 
U21 (Junior II)     1997     1998 

1996     1997 
1995     1996 

 
Licensed      1999 and earlier    2000 and earlier 
 
Masters A (Men)     1985 to 1961    1986 to 1962 
 
Masters B (Men)     1960 and earlier    1961 and earlier 
 
Masters C (Ladies)     1985 and earlier    1986 and earlier 
 

http://www.fis-ski.com/data/document/athletesdeclaration-e.pdf
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4.3   ATHLETE  REGISTRATION 2015 
 

 All registrations for all codes and classes of membership for Snow Sports NZ are handled online via the Snow Sports 
NZ website www.snowsports.co.nz  

 All people wishing to register for membership must complete the online registration and pay the prescribed fees 
each year. Membership runs from 01 July – 30 June the following year. 

 All member organisations may be requested to provide a return of members in the form prescribed by Snow Sports 
NZ by 30 June each year as per clause 8.5 of the Constitution. 

 That form shall require name, address, date of birth, e-mail address, age group classification for each member and 
the competition category they will be competing in. All individual membership payments are handled online. The 
member shall make payment according to the competition level they will be entering into.  

 Membership of a New Zealand ski club is a pre-requisite for both National and FIS registration.   

 Late payment of registration fees after 30 June may incur additional late fees.  

 Athletes wishing to register for FIS for the first time must do so prior to May 30th. 

 Athletes wishing to register for FIS for the first time must provide proof of nationality and age eg. copy of their birth 
certificate or passport.  

 Athletes wishing to register for FIS for the first time should have a letter of endorsement from their Programme 
Director or Coach. 

 All athletes wishing to register for FIS must complete the FIS Athlete Declaration form. 

 All the above requirements MUST be met and documentation returned to Snow Sports NZ – Alpine Manager prior 
to FIS registration being processed.  

 The National Points list on the Snow Sports NZ website will be used as proof of membership/authorisation to start 
in Snow Sports NZ sanctioned events (National Points), in a similar manner to FIS sanctioned events. 

 Registration cards will no longer be issued. 
 
 
 
 
4.3.1  Fee Schedule 2015 
 
Alpine Junior Competitive: 
U10 – U12 – U14 – U16  
$20.00 
 
Alpine National Competitive: 
U18 - U21 – Senior 
$60.00 
 
Alpine FIS: 
Prior to June 30 $200.00 
From 1 July to 31 August $400.00 
 
Alpine Schools Events 
$5.00 
 
 
 
4.3.2  Overseas Competitor Registration 

 Pre FIS and non FIS registered athletes must be registered with Snow Sports NZ in order to compete in any Snow 
Sports NZ sanctioned pre FIS event. They should also sign a FIS Athlete Declaration form. 

 
4.3.3  Overseas Competition 

 FIS registered athletes wishing to compete outside New Zealand must obtain permission from the Snow Sports NZ 
Alpine Manager.  

 To obtain permission the athlete must submit proof of insurance (to include training and race cover) and a proposed 
competition schedule. 

 All overseas race entries should be made by the Snow Sports NZ Alpine Manager. Letters of authorisation for 
coaches may be applied for in some cases where the concerned country will accept such letters.  

http://www.snowsports.co.nz/
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 When the number of entrants exceeds available quota New Zealand ski team members take precedence, any 
additional quota spots will be assigned on the basis of FIS points in the specific discipline, using the FIS list in effect 
two weeks prior to the first Team Captains meeting. 

 
 
4.3.4  National Points Lists 
 
National Points lists will be produced and loaded onto the Snow Sports NZ website during the season. Athletes that register 
after the release of a list but prior to an event will be included on the ‘Start Authorised’ list that will also appear on the 
website. 
The final day for late registrations is the day prior to entries closing for an event.  
 
 
4.4  Equipment Rules  
For full details:   

http://www.fis-

ski.com/mm/Document/documentlibrary/AlpineSkiing/04/31/04/Competitionequipment_1314_30.09.2013_clean_Neutral.pdf 

 
4.4.1  SSNZ Sanctioned Events.  
 For Junior Interfield, New Zealand National Youth Series, National Point and School events, it is not a requirement 

to comply with the FIS equipment rules. The FIS equipment rules should be used as a guide only.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fis-ski.com/mm/Document/documentlibrary/AlpineSkiing/04/31/04/Competitionequipment_1314_30.09.2013_clean_Neutral.pdf
http://www.fis-ski.com/mm/Document/documentlibrary/AlpineSkiing/04/31/04/Competitionequipment_1314_30.09.2013_clean_Neutral.pdf
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4.4.2  FIS Equipment guide (For FIS sanctioned events) 
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All helmets must meet FIS requirements for the Winter Season of 2016. 
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4.4.3 National Points Races 
All FIS equipment rules apply to National Points races. U16 & U14 rules apply to all aspects of National Points events. 
 
Helmets specifically designed for alpine ski racing must be worn for training and for competing in all disciplines at FIS, 
National Points and Entry level. From November 2013 all helmets MUST conform to the new rules. 

http://www.fis-
ski.com/mm/Document/documentlibrary/AlpineSkiing/04/31/04/Competitionequipment_1314_30.
09.2013_clean_Neutral.pdf 

Important all NEW equipment rules came into effect on the 1st of November 2013 

 
 
 
4.4.4  FIS Injury Status  
Injured racers may make application to their national body to exempt their FIS points from penalisation. A medical certificate 
including a description of the injury, the date of the injury, and the expected date of return to competition must be included 
with the application. Forms are available from the Snow Sports NZ website and application is to be made as soon as 
practicable after the injury occurs.  
A stand down period of three months is applied by the FIS. 
Once this period has elapsed, without competition, the athlete’s ranking is re-instated to the ranking of the valid list at the date 
of the injury. 
 
  

http://www.fis-ski.com/mm/Document/documentlibrary/AlpineSkiing/04/31/04/Competitionequipment_1314_30.09.2013_clean_Neutral.pdf
http://www.fis-ski.com/mm/Document/documentlibrary/AlpineSkiing/04/31/04/Competitionequipment_1314_30.09.2013_clean_Neutral.pdf
http://www.fis-ski.com/mm/Document/documentlibrary/AlpineSkiing/04/31/04/Competitionequipment_1314_30.09.2013_clean_Neutral.pdf
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5 COMPETITION STRUCTURE 

 
The Snow Sports NZ competition programme consists of the following events: Junior Interfield, National Point and FIS Levels. 
Within these levels there is a range of events, each level conforming to the rules as set out below.  
 
 
5.1 Junior Interfield Series 
 
Description: 

Recommend a series comprising up to four starts per season for each region. 
Regions: Southern Lakes, Canterbury & North Island. 

Organisation: 
Races to be sanctioned by Snow Sports NZ and on the Snow Sports NZ website calendar. Results to be published on 
Snow Sports NZ website. 
Events to be organised by local ROCs. 
SSNZ will appoint a SSNZ National TD for these events. 

Entry fees: 
Entry fee per race should be between $15 - $20 
 

Junior Interfield ROC Guideline/Instructions  
 
The Junior Interfield competitions for 2015 will be held at the following venues: 
 
Snowplanet (Auckland), Ohau Ski Fields (Ohau), Coronet Peak (Queenstown), Turoa (Mt Ruapehu), Treble Cone (Wanaka), 
Remarkables  (Queenstown), Mt Hutt (Methven), Cardrona (Wanaka). 
 
5.1.1  Registration 
5.1.1.1 All competitors wishing to compete in any Junior Interfield event must be SSNZ registered and hold a SSNZ 

registration code number. (Alpine Jr Competitive $20). 
 
5.1.1.2 Entries need to be completed as per the individual ROC/Area race notice requirement. 
 
5.1.1.3 Late entries may or may not be accepted. Refer to the individual competition race notice. 
 
5.1.1.4 Eligibility: U10, U12, U14, U16. Male & Female.  

*ROCs wishing to have more categories do so at their own discretion. Any extra categories must be advised via 
the race notice. (ROCs may wish to have an emerging talent class, extra entry level category, for example U10 
sport class.) 

 
5.1.1.5 Race Notice: Race notices should be sent to the Snow Sports Alpine Manager at least four weeks before the 

planned competition. See example attached.  
 
5.1.2  The Course    
5.1.2.1 A single gate Giant Slalom or Kombi event should be set by professional alpine skiing coaches; double gates are 

required for the first and last gates. If possible the course should be dyed and give clear direction to the finish. 
 
5.1.2.2 Direction changes 13% - 18% (GS) of the vertical drop. (Distance between the turning poles must not be more 

than 27m FIS ICR 901.2.3.) Exception for the Snowplanet. 
 
5.1.2.3 Kombi SL/GS or GS/SG. Kombi setting rules should apply. (FIS Children’s Alpine Rules 608.12 – 608.12.5) 
  
5.1.2.4 Snow Sports NZ will appoint a National TD for all Junior Interfield competitions. 
 The ROC is required to appoint a referee. The referee must be an experienced volunteer coach/program director 

from outside the local ROC area. 
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5.1.3  Execution 
5.1.3.1 Children are required to wear a crash helmet that conforms to the FIS specifications for competition equipment. 
 
5.1.3.1 The event should be decided by two runs. The second run can be held on the same course or the course may be 

reset. This decision will be made by the referee and ROC on the day. 
 
5.1.3.2 All competitors are eligible to start in the first and second run, regardless if they finish the first run or not.  
 
5.1.3.3 Start order. For the first run, U10-U12-U14-U16, female then male. For the second run, the start order in each 

category will be reversed regardless of time, female then male (including any competitors who have DNF or DSQ 
in the first run). 

  
*If extra age group categories are included, always youngest to oldest, female then male.  

 
5.1.4  Prize Giving 
5.1.4.1 Snow Sports NZ will provide medals for the following categories: 
  

U10 1st – 5th (1st Gold, 2nd Silver, 3rd Bronze, 4th Bronze, 5th Bronze) Female & Male 
 U12 1st – 5th (1st Gold, 2nd Silver, 3rd Bronze, 4th Bronze, 5th Bronze) Female & Male 
 U14 1st – 5th (1st Gold, 2nd Silver, 3rd Bronze, 4th Bronze, 5th Bronze) Female & Male 
 U16 1st – 5th (1st Gold, 2nd Silver, 3rd Bronze, 4th Bronze, 5th Bronze) Female & Male 
 
5.1.4.2 Extra categories. If ROCs choose to have extra categories, they must advise in advance so extra medals can be 

ordered. If extra categories are added this must be clearly stated in the Race Notice.  
 For extra category medals please contact Snow Sports NZ Alpine Manager Tel: 021 226 4488, 

hannah@snowsports.co.nz 
 
5.1.4.3 Cancellation due to force majeure. If a race has to be cancelled due to "force majeure”, a replacement race in the 

same event may be organised in another  location. Such a change has to be approved by the Snow Sports NZ 
Alpine Manager. 

 
5.1.4.4  Results – should be shown as 
 Rank – Bib – SSNZ # - Name – Club - Gender – Category – Run 1 – Run 2 – Total – Gap 
 
5.1.4.5 Series Results – The North Island Series is calculated by the best 3 results of the 4 race series. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:hannah@snowsports.co.nz
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5.2 New Zealand Youth Series (NZYS)  

Description: 
All events will count for National Points. 
The Children’s ICR rules shall apply to the NZYS Cup events. 
The NZYS Cup races are a progression for developing athletes and the choice of competition slope and course setting 
should align with the ability of the athletes. 
 

Organisation: 
Races to be sanctioned by Snow Sports NZ and included on the Snow Sports NZ calendar.  Results to be published on 
Snow Sports NZ website.   
Snow Sports NZ will approve the ROC for the event. 
Snow Sports NZ to appoint a National TD for each event. 
TD fees to be met by ROC. (Transport, accommodation and expenses.) 

 
Entry fees: 

Recommended entry fee per start to be $40 for Snow Sports NZ registered racers.   
 

 
 

5.2.1 Registration 
5.2.1.1 All competitors wishing to compete in any NZYS event must be Snow Sports NZ registered and hold a 

Snow Sports NZ registration code number.  
(Alpine Jr Competitive $20, Alpine National Competitive $60, Alpine FIS $200). 

 
http://www.snowsports.co.nz/ 

 
5.2.1.2 Entries need to be completed as per the individual ROC/Area race notice requirement. Entries will be 

taken online with Snow Sports NZ. 
 
5.2.1.2  Late entries may or may not be accepted. Refer to the event race notice. 
 
5.2.2   Eligibility 
5.2.2.1  U14, U16, U18, U21, Senior male & female. 
 
5.2.2.2  Age group categories for the NZYS are U14 – U16 – U18 female and male. 

As this is a National Point competition entry is open to all athletes as per rule 40.13. Eligibility U14 – 
Senior female and male. 

 
5.2.3   Start Order & Draw U14 – U16 – U18 ONLY 
5.2.3.1 The start order for the first run will be: U14 – U16 - U18 female then male followed by U21 – Senior, 

female then male. First and second run. 
 
5.2.3.2 NZYS Draw. The first group U14 – U16 – U18, female and male will be drawn separately using 

competition respective NZYS 2015 BASE LIST POINTS.  
 (The NZYS BASE LIST POINTS LIST will be supplied by Snow Sports NZ.) 
 The first group in each category U14 – U16 – U18, female and male will be the first 15 athletes with 

respective NZYS points. 
 
5.2.3.3 In the case of a NZYS points tie the first group will be expanded appropriately. 
 
5.2.3.4 If there are not 15 competitors with discipline NZYS 2015 base points to make up the first group, then 

the first group will comprise only those athletes who have the respective NZYS points. 
 
5.2.3.5 After the first group the remaining NZYS point holders will fill the remaining spots in NZYS point order, 

then National Point holders, in point order. 
 Athletes with no NZYS or National Points will be randomly drawn and will start after the last seeded 

national point holder. 
 
 

http://www.snowsports.co.nz/
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5.2.3.6  Validity of the Base List 

After the first (SL, GS and Super G) competition in that event in the current season the base list will be 
deleted. Only the NZYS points gained in the current season count. 

 
 
5.2.3.7 All remaining athletes U21 – Senior, will be drawn as per the National Points rules. The start order for 

the first and second run will be. U14 - U16 – U18, female then male U21 – Senior, female then male. 
National Points will be used to seed U21 – Senior competitors in their respective age group categories 
for the first run draw. (First group 1-15)  

5.2.3.8 If there are not 15 competitors with discipline National Points in the U21 – Senior age groups, then the 
first group will comprise only those athletes who have the respective National Points. 

5.2.3.9 Competitors without National Points will be randomly drawn and will start after the last seeded National 
Point holder in their respective age group category for the first run.  

5.2.3.10 Starting order for the second run. The starting order for the second run is determined by the result list of 
the first run except for the first 30 places, in each age group category. For the first 30 places in each age 
group category U14 – U16 – U18, female then male, U21 – Senior, female then male, the starting order 
is as follows:(Per age group female and male) 

 
- the 30th in the result list starts 1st 
- the 29th in the result list starts 2nd 
- the 28th in the result list starts 3rd 
- the 27th in the result list starts 4th 
- the 1st in the result list starts 30th 
- from the 31st onward according to the result list of the first run. 
If more than one competitor is ranked 30th, the competitor with the lowest start number will start first. 
 
Note: For NZYS Start order U14 – U16 – U18 female then male followed by U21 – Senior female 
then male. FIRST & SECOND RUN.  

5.2.3.11 If there are less than 30 competitors in the results of the first run in any of the age group categories then 
that respective group will be reversed for the second run.  

5.2.3.12 NZYS points (using the World Cup points system) will be awarded for each race. Each race will also 
qualify for ‘national’ points allocations.  

 
5.2.3.13  NZYS Points U14 - U16 – U18 Male & Female Schedule  

Competitors ranking first to 30th are awarded points in accordance with the following schedule: 
 

1st place    100 points    16th place  15 points 
2nd "   80  "    17th "  14  " 
3rd "   60  "    18th "  13  " 
4th "   50  "    19th   " 12  " 
5th "   45  "    20th  "  11  " 
6th  "   40  "    21st  "  10  " 
7th  "   36  "    22nd  "  9  " 
8th  "   32  "    23rd  "  8  " 
9th  "   29  "    24th  "  7  " 
10th  "   26  "    25th  "  6  " 
11th  "   24  "    26th  "  5  " 
12th " 22 " 27th " 4 "
13th  "   20  "    28th "  3  " 
14th  "   18  "    29th  "  2  " 
15th  "   16  "    30th  "  1  " 

 

5.2.3.14 In 2015 the Coronet Peak and Mt Hutt events will also double as the “2015 NZ National Youth 
Championships”  
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5.2.3.15 Awards will be presented at each event. Medals for U14 - U16 -U18 age groups are awarded separately. 

Medals for U14 – U16 – U18 female and male will be supplied by Snow Sports NZ. 
 
5.2.3.16 Awards for the remaining age groups U21 – Senior, female and male will also be presented at each 

event following the U14 – U16 – U18 age groups. Medals for U21 – Senior can be purchased from Snow 
Sports NZ for $4.00 per medal. 

 
5.2.3.17 Overall series awards will also be presented at the finals in Cardrona, based on total points scored in the 

series, per discipline, per gender in both U14 - U16 – U18 age groups. In addition the overall top point 
scorer (across all disciplines, female and male) will be awarded the NZYS Championship Cups. (U16 
female and male only.) 

 
5.2.3.18 NZYS points from each race will be added to obtain the series winner, using all the results from the 

series. (Discipline specific; i.e. all SL results). In the event of a tie break, if in the classification of the 
events a number of participants have achieved an equal number of points, then they shall be placed 
according to the number of their first places, then their second places, third places, etc. If they cannot be 
classified by this system, they will each receive the medals corresponding to their placing. The ‘overall’ 
award will be calculated by adding together the ‘per discipline results’. 

 
5.2.3.19 Any other rules should be followed as per the FIS ICR. Any rules not covered in the ICR should be 

handled by the Jury. 

5.2.3.20  Calculation of the National Points. Same calculation will be used as for a FIS event. 

5.2.3.21 All results and TD reports need to be sent to the Snow Sports NZ Alpine Manager. 
hannah@snowsports.co.nz 

 
5.2.3.22 At the end of the NZYS competition season all TD reports will be compiled and any recommendations 

will be considered by the National TD group regarding any changes to the present rules. Any rule 
changes will be communicated via precisions at ROC updates and/or the Snow Sports NZ website. 

 
5.2.3.23 Cancellation due to force majeure. If a race has to be cancelled due to "force majeure”, a replacement  

race in the same event may be organised in another location. Such a change has to be approved by the 
Snow Sports NZ Alpine Manager. 
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5.3  National Point Races 
 
New Zealand National Points Including North Island & South Island Championships  

ROC Guideline/ Instructions  

Description: 
All events will count for National Points. 
The Children’s ICR rules shall apply to the National Points events. 
The National Point Races are a progression for developing athletes and the choice of competition slope and course 
setting should align with the ability of the athletes. 
 

Organisation: 
Races to be sanctioned by Snow Sports NZ and included on the Snow Sports NZ calendar.  Results to be published on 
Snow Sports NZ website.   
Snow Sports NZ will approve the ROC for the event. 
Snow Sports NZ to appoint a National TD for each event. 

 
Entry fees: 

Recommended entry fee per start to be $40 for Snow Sports NZ registered racers.   
 

5.3.1   Registration 
5.3.1.1 All competitors wishing to compete in any National Points event must be Snow Sports NZ registered and 

hold a Snow Sports NZ registration code number.  
(Alpine Jr Competitive $20, Alpine National Competitive $60, Alpine FIS $200). 

 
http://www.snowsports.co.nz/ 

 
5.3.1.2 Entries need to be completed as per the individual ROC/Area race notice requirement. FIS entry form 

(attached) or Snow Sports NZ entry form (attached). Or athletes may register via the online entry 
system. 

 
5.3.1.3  Late entries may or may not be accepted. Refer to the event race notice. 
 
5.3.2   Eligibility 
5.3.2.1  U14, U16, U18, U21, Senior male and female. 

ROCs may decide to have extra Junior Categories, this must be notified on the RACE NOTICE. 
Separate junior courses must also be used.    

  
5.3.3   Start Order & Draw  
5.3.3.1 The start order for the first run will be: U14 – U16 – U18 – U21 – Senior, female then male. 
 If juniors are competing on separate courses, they should run back to back, youngest to oldest, female 

then male. The second run start order will be a reversal of the first run start list.  
 
5.3.3.2 The draw for Juniors U12 and below will be random. If Juniors DNF, DQ in the first run they may start in 

the second run but will not feature in the results.   
 
5.3.3.3 National Points Draw. The first group U14 – U16 – U18 – U21 - Senior, female and male will be drawn 

separately using competition respective National Points, 2015 BASE LIST POINTS.  
 (The National Points BASE LIST POINTS LIST will be supplied by Snow Sports NZ.) 
 The first group in each category U14 – U16 – U18 – U21 - Senior, female and male will be the first 15 

athletes per age group with respective National Points. 
 
5.3.3.4 In the case of a National Points tie the first group will be expanded appropriately. 
 
5.3.3.5 If there are not 15 competitors with discipline National Points 2015 base points to make up the first 

group, then the first group will comprise only those athletes who have the respective National Points. 
 

http://www.snowsports.co.nz/
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5.3.3.6 After the first group the remaining National Point holders will fill the remaining spots in National Point 
order. Athletes with no National Points will be randomly drawn and will start after the last seeded 
National Points holder. 

 
5.3.3.7 If there are not 15 competitors with discipline National Points in any of the age groups, then the first 

group will comprise only those athletes who have the respective National Points. 

5.3.3.8 Competitors without National Points will be randomly drawn and will start after the last seeded National 

Points holder in their respective age group category for the first run.  

Starting order for the second run. The starting order for the second run is determined by the result list of 

the first run except for the first 30 places, in each age group category. For the first 30 places in each age 

group category U14 – U16 – U18 – U21 – Senior, female then male, The starting order is as follows:(Per 

age group female & male) 

- the 30th in the result list starts 1st 
- the 29th in the result list starts 2nd 
- the 28th in the result list starts 3rd 
- the 27th in the result list starts 4th 
- the 1st in the result list starts 30th 
- from the 31st onward according to the result list of the first run, if more than one competitor is ranked 
30th, the competitor with the lowest start number will start first. 
 

5.3.3.9 If there are less than 30 competitors in the results of the first run in any of the age group categories then 

that respective group will be reversed for the second run.  

5.3.3.10 Awards for the age groups U14 – U16  –  U18 – U21 – Senior, female and male will be presented at 
each event.  

 
5.3.3.11 Any other rules should be followed as per the FIS ICR. Any rules not covered in the ICR should be 

handled by the Jury. 

5.3.3.12 Calculation of the National Points. Same calculation will be used as for a FIS event. 
 
5.3.3.13 Extra categories. If ROCs choose to have extra categories, they must advise in advance so extra 

medals can be ordered. If extra categories are added this must be clearly stated in the Race Notice.  
For extra category medals please contact, Snow Sports NZ Alpine Manager Tel: 021 226 4488, 
hannah@snowsports.co.nz 
 

5.3.3.14  Cancellation due to force majeure 
If a race has to be cancelled due to "force majeure”, a replacement race in the same event may be 
organised in another location. Such a change has to be approved by the Snow Sports NZ Alpine 
Manager. 

 
5.3.4  North Island Champs 

The Overall North Island Champions will be calculated on the aggregate points from the GS & SL events, using Race Points 

to calculate the totals. 

The Cups will be presented to the Overall Fastest Lady and Man on their total Race Points for the Series 

 
 

 

5.4 School Races  
Snow Sports NZ has started working with some school ROCs, providing assistance with timing, medals and event 
organisation. This is work in progress and is expected to grow in the future.  

 

mailto:hannah@snowsports.co.nz
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5.5   FIS and ANC EVENTS 
   

5.5.1  These races to follow FIS and Continental Cup rules. 
http://www.fis-ski.com/mm/Document/documentlibrary/AlpineSkiing/03/20/85/COCRules1516_08072015_v1_Neutral.pdf 
 
 
5.5.2  All competitors must be entered by their National Ski Federation using the FIS official entry form. 
 
5.5.3  All FIS events must be on the FIS calendar and must include the race notice. 
 
5.5.4  All TD and CoC Co-ordinator costs/expenses are to be covered by the local ROC/Ski Area.   

    
5.5.5   Contingency days should be provided for and published in the race notice. 
 

 

5.6  National Championships 
The competition is open to Snow Sports NZ licensed racers who meet FIS eligibility requirements and foreign competitors 
holding a current international start licence. Snow Sports NZ reserves the right to limit entries in accordance with FIS 
rules and quotas. 
National titles will be competed for in Slalom, Giant Slalom, Super G and Downhill. 
Medals will be awarded to the first three finishers in each discipline regardless of nationality. The New Zealand titles and 
appropriate trophies will be awarded to the top NZ finishers. 
For events which normally consist of two runs, the national title and medals will only be awarded if both runs are 
completed. 
–The National Championship will include SG and DH events although these need not be held at the same venue and 
time as the technical events. 
The SG and DH start that will be used for the National SG and DH Title will be advised on the Snow Sports NZ website 
concurrently with the calendar. 
(No combined or overall championship will be awarded.) 

 
5.7 Youth Nationals 

The Youth Nationals will be the stand alone event to determine the National Youth Champions. 
There shall be a National Youth Champion in Slalom, Giant Slalom and where possible Super-G for male and female.  
Only U14 – U16 – U18 age group athletes are eligible for the National Youth Champion titles. 

 
 

5.8 SSNZ Entry Fees (Guide only) 
 

       RECOMMENDED ENTRY FEES 2015 

Junior Interfield:  $15.00 - $20.00 per start  

National Points:  $40.00 - $50.00 per start 

NZYS:   $40.00 - $50.00 per start 

FIS/ANC Technical events: $60.00 per start 

FIS/ANC Speed events  $75.00 per start 

 
5.9 Refund Guidelines 
 

It is recommended that a full refund of the cost of the lift pass be given in the event that the ski area does not open or the 
race does not start. It is recommended that a 50% refund be given if the event is cancelled either prior to or part way 
through the event, and if the athletes have trained prior to the event. 
The final decision regarding refunds is at the discretion of the ski area. 
It is the onus of the ROC to establish the policy in conjunction with the ski area and advise through the race notice prior 
to the start of the event. 

http://www.fis-ski.com/mm/Document/documentlibrary/AlpineSkiing/03/20/85/COCRules1516_08072015_v1_Neutral.pdf
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6 NATIONAL POINTS SYSTEM RULES 

 
 
6.1  Introduction 

The purpose of the National Points System is to provide a means for Race Organizing Committees to determine the 
start positions of racers. National Points are also a useful tracking tool for athletes, coaches and administrators as it can 
provide an objective measure of progress over the course of the competition year. 
 

6.2  Definitions 
Seed Points: Seed points are the racer’s National Points on the current points list. The first seed of 15 racers is comprised 
of the top 15 point holders entering the race. Start positions of the first seed are determined by random draw and the 
remaining skiers with points start in point order. The start positions for skiers without points are randomly drawn and 
these skiers start after the point holders. 

 
Race Points: Race points are determined by a formula which considers the winning time, the time differential between 
the racer’s time and that of the winner, and the F Factor for the specific discipline (DH, SL, GS, or SG). The winner 
receives 0.00 race points and other athletes are assigned points in ascending order using the formula. 

 
Race Penalties: Each National Points race is assigned a penalty which is calculated by a formula that uses the seed 
points of the best five point holders starting the race and the race points of the best five point holders who place in the 
top 10 finishers. Lower penalties indicate a higher standard of competition. 
Should an overseas athlete place in the top 10, the athlete’s National Points (proof of points must be provided) or FIS 
points, whichever is the lower, shall be used in the penalty calculation. 
The maximum fill in value for all disciplines is 300. 

 
Result: The athlete’s result is the total of their race points and the race penalty applied to the competition. 

 
6.3  Point List Calculation 

 Racers who register for the first time or who have not scored a result in the specific discipline are assigned 990 
base points. 

 

 All other racers’ base points are equal to their points from the final list of the previous season. Note: Prior to 
calculation of the final list of the season the base points are multiplied by a factor of 1.20. This affects racers who 
have not made results or whose results are higher than their base points. 

 

 For each new list the racer’s National Points for the specific discipline will be the lowest of one of the following: 
i. The base points  
ii. The total of the base points plus the best result divided by 2 
iii. The total of the best result plus the 2nd best result divided by 2 
iv. The best result multiplied by a factor of 1.20 
v. The athlete’s FIS points if less than 200 points 

 

 Points cannot increase prior to the publication of the final list of the season. 
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7 TEAM SELECTION 

 

7.1 Snow Sports New Zealand Alpine Ski Team 

Overview:  

 The selection guidelines are considered to be the minimum standard. Meeting the guidelines does not guarantee 
selection to the NZAST, but does provide an opportunity to be evaluated through the selection process. 

7.1.1  Athlete Criteria - including Snow Sports New Zealand Development Squad 

7.1.2 New Zealand National Alpine Ski A, B, C Teams.  

7.1.3 Snow Sports New Zealand Development Squad 

Snow Sports New Zealand has established selection policies for The New Zealand Ski Team; known as NZ Ski Team and 
“Athletes”.  
 
The purpose of the selection policy is to identify New Zealand athletes who qualify for teams/events based on the 
established performance criteria for the specific team/event.  
 
A Selection Committee will be selected to evaluate/rank athletes in the following areas:  
 

 Results/Rankings  

 Physical Conditioning  

 Commitment to the Sport  

 General Mental Attitude  

 Athletic Potential 
 
 
The Selection Committee may comprise the following: 
 

 Snow Sports NZ personnel including Alpine Committee members, Coaching Staff 

 Club/Training Provider Head Coaches or Programme Directors 

 Winter Performance Programme Manager 

 Regional Representatives 

 Snow Sports NZ may invite additional members to join this panel as required, depending on the situation and at its 
discretion 

 
The performance criteria as stated are considered to be the minimum standard. Meeting the performance criteria does not 
guarantee selection, but does provide an opportunity to be evaluated through the selection process. 
 
The Selection Committee will render a recommendation to the Snow Sports NZ Board based on the above evaluation.  In 
exceptional cases an outstanding athlete who has not qualified because of injury, illness, or other force majeure may be 
selected for the team/event.  The athlete's club/training provider is responsible for identifying any athlete to be considered 
for force majeure and must provide supporting written documentation. 
 
 
Responsibilities in the Selection Process: 
 

 Assemble Selection Committee - follow established selection protocol/criteria.  

 Review any force majeure athletes on a case-by-case basis.  

 Publish to the Snow Sports NZ website the final selections.   

 Understand the selection process. 

 Represent the athletes fairly and objectively at selection meetings. 
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7.1.4 Criteria Rules (Applicable to all Athlete Selection Criteria) 
 

1. Eligibility for Consideration: Selectors will consider for selection only those Snow Sports NZ alpine members in 
good standing and who have a valid FIS license. 
 
 

2. Physical Conditioning: Athletes who meet the World Rank (13th FIS List) criteria would be required to undertake 
physical testing under the guidance of a Snow Sports NZ appointed Physical Trainer.  Physical testing results are 
not designed to prohibit selection to any team, but will formally provide information about where the athletes are, 
and what they need to aim for.   
Testing period is May – June 
 
Physical test example only, not including balance and agility. 
 

Testing Date Age 
Height 
(cm) 

Mass 
(kg) 

Vertical 
Jump 
(cm) 

Double 
Leg 

Bound 
(m) 

SLB 
RIGHT 

(m) 

SLB 
LEFT 
(m) 

Shuttle 
(number) 

Prone 
Hold 

May-2015           

Minimum Testing Standards 60cm 12 11.5 11.5 107 (12-1) 120sec 

Elite Podium Standard 65cm 13m 12.5 12.5 111(12-5) 180sec+ 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Fail to meet current minimum standards 

 

Meets minimum standard but not Elite Podium Standard 

 

Meets Current Elite Podium Standards 

 

3. World Rank Criteria: Snow Sports NZ will collate athletes who meet the FIS World Rank qualification, based on 
the year specific BASE FIS LIST, as published on the FIS website in June.  

 
4. Selection Recommendation: Snow Sports NZ will appoint selectors. The selectors will evaluate/rank athletes in 

the following areas. 
a) Results/Rankings (FIS BASE LIST) 
b) Physical Conditioning (Physical testing results, provided by SSNZ appointed Physical Trainer) 
c) Commitment to the sport (Report required by Training Provider/Coach) 
d) General Mental Attitude (Report required by Training Provider/Coach) 
e) Athletic Potential (Report required by Training Provider/Coach) 

 
 

5. Snow Sports New Zealand Ski Team: The Snow Sports NZ Board will evaluate the recommendation from the 
selectors, confirm the athletes selected and name the team, for athletes who meet the above criteria. Athletes 
would be named to the respective A, B & C Snow Sports New Zealand Ski Teams on approximately July 15. The 
naming of the Snow Sports NZ Development Squad would be at the same time. 
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7.1.5 Athlete Injury Clause 
 
An athlete injured prior to May 1 of the competition calendar season will be named to the respective team at the time of 
injury for only the following season. The athlete must qualify through normal nomination criteria in any successive years 
(including those athletes who are repeatedly injured in the following year). In order to qualify for maintaining team status at 
the time of injury for the following year, an athlete must follow a prescribed rehabilitation or medical programme as approved 
by Snow Sports NZ.  
 
7.1.6 Medical Clearance 
 
New athletes named to the team may require a medical clearance for participation. This will be completed by a sports 
physical exam by a Snow Sports NZ approved physician. Medical clearance must be obtained prior to athlete participation in 
team activity. 
 
7.1.7 Drug Free Sport NZ (formerly the NZ Sports Drug Agency) 
 
It is the responsibility of each athlete and their coach to be familiar with this Act. Under the Act, Drug Free Sport NZ has the 
power to conduct tests in and out of competition.  It is the duty of all athletes on the Drug Free Sport NZ register competing 
overseas to inform Drug Free Sport NZ of their whereabouts. This can be done by completing a short form and emailing the 
information direct from the agency website: www.drugfreesport.org.nz  
 
Acceptance to “Team” or Event 
 
Athletes nominated to the team must contact Snow Sports NZ to accept or decline their nomination within ten (10) days of 
notification. All athletes accepting their nominations will be required to sign an athlete agreement in order to be eligible to be 
named to the “Team”.  Team naming will occur after the nominated athletes have signed the Snow Sports NZ athlete 
agreement.   
 
Selected athletes will retain “Team” status for the term 15th July until the 14th July of the following year unless terms of the 
athlete agreement have not been met. 
 
 
7.2 “A National Team” Status 
 
Men’s Criteria 

 A FIS World Ranking of 80 or better in SL, GS or SG; or 

 A FIS World Ranking of 75 or better in DH  

 Physical, Meets Current Elite Podium Standards 
 
Women’s Criteria 

 A FIS World Ranking of 70 or better in SL, GS or SG; or 

 A FIS World Ranking of 65 or better in DH 

 Physical, Meets Current Elite Podium Standards 
  

 
7.3 “B National Team” Status 
 
Men’s Criteria 

 A FIS World Ranking of 250 or better in SL, GS or SG; or 

 A FIS World Ranking of 150 or better in DH  

 Physical, Meets Current Elite Podium Standards 

  
Women’s Criteria 

 A FIS World Ranking of 200 or better in SL, GS; or 

 A FIS World Ranking of 150 or better in DH, SG 

 Physical, Meets Current Elite Podium Standards 
 

 
 

 

http://www.drugfreesport.org.nz/
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7.4 “C National Team” Status 
 
Men’s Criteria  

 A FIS World Ranking of 450 or better in SL, GS; or 

 A FIS World Ranking of 250 or better in DH,  and less than 45 FIS points in SL or GS 

 A FIS World Ranking of 300 or better in SG,  and less than 45 FIS points in SL or GS 

 Physical, is tracking towards, Meets Current Elite Podium Standards 
  

Women’s Criteria 

 A FIS World Ranking of 400 or better in SL, GS; or 

 A FIS World Ranking of 200 or better in DH or SG, less than 50 FIS points in SL or GS 

 Physical, is tracking towards Meets Current Elite Podium Standards 
 

7.5  “Development Squad” Status 
 

 Less than 50 FIS points in SL, GS or SG if the athlete is a Junior (U21) 

 Athletes who meet the criteria and are tracking towards C, B or A criteria may stay on the team for a maximum of 
3 years. 

 Physical, Meets minimum standard but not Elite Podium Standard, tracking towards Elite Podium Standards 

 

8 Major Events 

8.1 International Children’s Races (Topolino, Whistler Cup etc) 

FIS Children Rules 

608.4.4 Athletes from the Southern Hemisphere are granted the following exception: U14 (K1) competitors may participate 
in a maximum of four competitions in the Northern Hemisphere and U16 (K2) competitors may participate in a 
maximum of eight competitions in the Northern Hemisphere. 

608.5.1 The quota per nation is four U14 (K1) and six U16 (K2) resulting in the total maximum number of 10 competing 
athletes per nation. No more than four athletes of the same gender may be registered within each category. The 
organising nation is entitled to a double quota that is maximum 20 competing athletes. 

608.5.2 Under normal circumstances, the maximum number of competing athletes must not exceed 140 per category and 
gender.  

608.5.3 Pursuant to Rules of the FIS Points, the organising nation may register more than the double quota of participants. 
Other nations may also register more than the double quota, by invitation.  

608.5.4 If the organising nation is unable to fill their legitimate quota other nations may be invited to participate with a 
double quota, at the invitation of the organising nation. 

1. Athletes wanting to participate in any overseas FIS Children’s events must provide the Snow Sports NZ Alpine 
Manager a copy of the photo passport page and a completed FIS athlete declaration. 

2. All entries MUST be handled by the Snow Sports NZ Alpine Manager, or by prior arrangement and agreement by 
Snow Sports NZ, Programme Directors/Head Coaches will be provided with authorisation letters.     

3. Training Providers MUST register with Snow Sports NZ their training programme and competition/event calendar. 
Also the names of any Snow Sports NZ registered athletes who are wanting to participate at any FIS Children’s 
event. 

4. In the case of an overfilled quota and/or Start order (seeding) time trials will need to be carried out. Five runs in the 
respective discipline will be timed, the two fastest times will be added together to give a total time, then ordered 
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fastest to slowest. If there are more than one training provider at an event it would be expected they communicate 
and arrange a joint time trial session.    

 

8.2 Drug Free Sport NZ (formerly the NZ Sports Drug Agency)  
It is the responsibility of each athlete and their coach to be familiar with this Act. Under the Act the NZSDA has the 
power to conduct tests in and out of competition. 
It is the duty of all athletes on the Drug Free Sport NZ register competing overseas to inform Drug Free Sport NZ 
of their whereabouts. This can be done by completing a short form and emailing the information direct from the 
agency web site: www.drugfreesport.org.nz  

 NB: All athletes on the WPP are notified to Drug Free Sport NZ. 
 
 
 
9 TECHNICAL DELEGATES 

9.1       National Technical Delegates  

 David Grogan  grogan7840@juno.com   Canterbury 
 Chris Mosaed  cmozy@hotmail.com   Canterbury  
 Ken Jackson  ken@sciencedirection.com   Auckland  
 Brad Aylwin  365.race@snowplanet.co.nz  Auckland  
 James Lazor  jlazor310@aol.com   Queenstown  
 Emilie Tait-Jamieson Emilie.tj@gmail.com   Queenstown  
 Jono Howson  jonohowson@hotmail.com   Auckland  
 Raymond Goff  Raymond.whakas@windowslive.com Ruapehu   
 Robin Dixon  robin@waimarinolodge.co.nz  Ruapehu   
 Jon Jarvis  ski.imports@xtra.co.nz   Ruapehu   
 Jesse Teat  jesseteat@gmail.com   Dunedin   
   

9.2 FIS Technical Delegates 
 
 Euan Paterson  euan@snowbiz.net.nz   Queenstown  
 Nigel Brown  nigel@brownscharters.co.nz  Queenstown  
 Simon Wi Rutene  simon@hana.co.nz   Wellington  
  Manfred Wolscher  Manfred.wolscher@gmail.com  Australia 
 Sarah May  scmay2002@yahoo.com.au   Australia 
 Peter May  petermay@skymesh.com.au  Australia 
 Michael Dickson  Michael.h.dickson@au.pw.com  Australia 
 Alice Chilcott  Alicechilcott@gmail.com   Australia 
 
  
 

10 SSNZ – ALPINE SPORT COMMITTEE 

 
Adrian Farnsworth Auckland    ajojjj@me.com 
Michelle Trapski  Queenstown   mtrapski@gmail.com 
Grant Winsloe  Wanaka    info@skiconnect.co.nz 
Fiona Boyer  Queenstown   fiona.boyer@qrc.ac.nz 
Jonathan Eaton  Canterbury   j.eaton@bridgesidechambers.co.nz 
 
Hannah Hazeldine  Snow Sports New Zealand  hannah@snowsports.co.nz 
 
 
 

http://www.drugfreesport.org.nz/
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11 APPENDIX 

 

11.1 Abbreviations: 

SSNZ   Snow Sports New Zealand  
FIS  International Ski Federation 
ICR  International Competition Rules 
NZOC  NZ Olympic Committee 
TD  Technical Delegate 
NorAm  North American Cup 
COC  Continental Cup 
NZAS           New Zealand Academy of Sport 
WPP           Winter Performance Programme 

ASC           Alpine Sport Committee 

NZYS            New Zealand Youth Series. 
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12 ATTACHMENTS 

12.1 Race Notice Sample 
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12.2 FIS Entry Form Sample 
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